ASSIMILATION  OF  FATS  BY ANIMALS
Ingested fatty acids essential to health.    Finally, reference may again
be made to certain unsaturated fatty acids, especially linoleic acid, which
appear to be essential to health but which are apparent!}" not syntheslsed
by, at all events, certain animals. The most clear-cut instance is the
rat, which develops specific diseased conditions if It Is unable to obtain
linoleic glycerides in Its diet {Burr and Burr).29 It is also almost certain
that linoleic glycerides are not syntheslsed by the pig, which probably only
deposits these in its depot fats as the result of ingestlon from cereal, etc.,
meals 27> S5 ; although no definite evidence yet exists to show that absence
of linoleic glycerides affects the health of the pig.
That it is the presence of a certain amount of polyethenoid glycerides
which is necessary to the health of the rat follows from the work of Tur-
peinen,101 who found that, whilst small doses of methyl arachldonate or
linoleyl alcohol cured the symptoms of fat-deficiency, methyl or ethyl esters
of /\12:13-octadecenolc, ricinolelc, erucic, and chaulmoogric acids failed
to do so.